Eden & District Fisheries Advisory Committee 29th March, 1977. by unknown
North W est 
Water Authority
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
22nd March, 1977.
To: Members of the Eden and District 
Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(Messrs. E.P. Ecroyd (Chairman);
A.E.I. Bell; E. Cave; T. Cousins;
A.C. Findlay; E.H. Fleming Smith;
L. Heyworthf B. Irving; J.S. Marshall; 
Wm. McKenna; R.K. Nicholson;
Dr. I.J. Faulkner; and the Chairman 
of.the Authority (P.J. Liddell); and 
the Chairman of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee (J.R.S. Watson)
(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the EDEN AND DISTRICT FISHERIES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE will be held at 2.30 p.m. on TUESDAY, 29th MARCH, 
1977, at the NORTH CUMBRIA AREA OFFICE of the RIVERS DIVISION, 
CHERTSEY HILL, LONDON ROAD, CARLISLE, for the consideration 
of the following business.
Yours faithfully,
G.W. SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A  '
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previous circulated)
3. Fisheries Income and Expenditure
4. Netting on the Solway Firth
5. Full Time and Honorary Water Bailiffs - River Eden
6. Report by Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries
Activities
7. Any Other Business
NORTH VEST WATER AUTHORITY
EDEN AND DISTRICT 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2 9 th  MARCH, 1977 
FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
A t th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee d e t a i l s  w ere  g iv e n  o f  
s a l e s  o f  l i c e n c e s  f o r  th e  1976 s e a s o n , an d  o f  e s t im a te d  incom e and  • 
e x p e n d i tu re  up t o  ,3 1 s t  M arch , 1977. T h is  r e s u l t e d  i n  a r e q u e s t  f o r  
th e  L o c a l A d v is o ry  C om m ittees, t o  be  c i r c u l a t e d  w ith  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e .  
a c t u a l  s a l e s  o f  l i c e n c e s  t o g e t h e r  w i th  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  e x p e n d i tu r e  
c h a rg e d  to  F i s h e r i e s .  T hese  d e t a i l s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  h e r e t o  in  t h e  form  
o f  A p p e n d ic e s , l a n d  I I .
A ppend ix  I  l i s t s  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  s a l e s  o f  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e s  f o r  
1976 , w h i l s t  A ppendix  I I  show s th e  a c t u a l  e x p e n d i tu r e  f o r
1 9 7 5 -7 6 , th e  o r i g i n a l  e s t im a te  f o r  1 9 7 6 -7 7 , t h e  p r o b a b le  o u t - t u r n  f o r
1 976 -77  and  th e  e s t im a te d  c o s t  o f  th e  F i s h e r i e s  S e r v i c e  f o r  1 9 7 7 -7 8 , 
The e x p e n d i tu r e  on. .A ppendix  I I  i s  a n a ly s e d  o v e r  o b j e c t i v e  h e a d in g s  i n  
an  a t te m p t  t o  i n d i c a t e  how much o f  th e  t o t a l  b u d g e t  is  i n c u r r e d  on 
E n fo rc e m e n t an d  P r o t e c t i o n ,  F i s h  C u l tu r e  an d  C o n s e r v a t io n ,  e t c .
F o llo w in g  th e  m e e t in g  o f  th e  R e g io n a l  C o m m it te e , . t h e  C o rp o ra te  Manage 
m en t Team re v ie w e d  th e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  on  th e . F i s h e r i e s  A c c o u n t 
an d  .C o n sid e red  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  P o l i c y  an d  R e s o u rc e s  
C om m ittee a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p o l i c y . ' .
The P o l ic y  a n d  R e s o u rc e s  C om m ittee d i s c u s s e d  th e  m a t t e r  on 2 8 th  F e b ru  
1977 (M inute No. 55) 'a n d  c o n s id e r e d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  ta k e  a c t i o n  to  
p r e v e n t  any f u r t h e r  - d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  th e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  on  th e  
F i s h e r i e s  A cco u n t w h i l s t  th e  o v e r a l l  p ro b le m s  w ere exam ined  in  d e t a i l
A c c o rd in g ly  t h a t  C om m ittee  hav e  recom m ended a s  f o l lo w s :
(1) T h a t th e  s t r u c t u r e  an d  s c a l e s  o f  ro d  a n d . l i n e  l i c e n c e s  
and th e  n a tu r e  an d  am ount o f  e x p e n d i tu r e  c h a rg e d  to  th e  
F i s h e r i e s  A c co u n t b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a w o rk in g  p a r t y  o f  
o f f i c e r s  fo r. f u r t h e r  r e p t^ r t  i n  due c o u r s e .
(2) T h a t in  th e  m e a n tim e , a s  i n t e r i m  m e a s u re s :
( i )  an a p p l i c a t i o n  be  made f o r  an a p p ro x im a te  30% 
in c r e a s e  on th e  p r e s e n t  s c a l e  o f . r o d  a n d  l i n e  
l i c e n c e s  to  b e  e f f e c t i v e  from  1 s t  J a n u a r y ,
1978 t o  c o v e r  i n f l a t i o n  s in c e  th e  l a s t ,  
a p p l i c a t i o n . ;
( i i )  th e  P o l i c y  an d  R e so u rc e s  Co m i t t e e  b e  a u th o r i s e d
t o  a p p ro v e  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  su ch  i n c r e a s e s  to  e n a b le  . 
th e  n e c e s s a r y  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  be made t o  th e  
M in i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  Food?
( i i i )  th e  p r o v i s i o n  In  th e  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  1 9 7 7 -7 8  to  ta k e
a c c o u n t  o f  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  a r i s i n g  from  
th e  new c o n d i t io n s  o f  s e r v i c e  o f  th e ' b a i l i f f s  
be  r e d u c e d  by £ 1 6 ,0 0 0 .
'T hese reco m m en d a tio n s  w ere  ap p ro v e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  on 2 1 s t  M arch , 1977.
APPENDIX I
FISHING LICENCES 1976 SEASON ROD AND LIKE
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY •
ACTUAL
TYPE OF LICENCE PRICE SALES VALUE
£ • £
Salmon & Mig.Trout Season 12.00 1,897 22,764.00
Salmon & Mig.Trout P/Season 
to Jlst May 6.00 63 378.00
Salmon & Mig.Trout P/Seaaon 
from 1st June 7*00 2,301 16,107.00
Salmon & Mig.Trout Reduced 
Duty Season 5.00 604 3,020,00
Salmon & Mig.Trout P/Season 
I - Junior 2.50 15. 37.50
Salmon & Mig,Trout P/Seaeon 
II — Junior 3.00 409 1,227.00
Salmon *> 7 day 2.00 1*876
7,165
___ __3.t752.oa
____ 47*285.5o_
Non Mig.Trout - Season 2.00 19,802 39,604.00
Non Mig,Trout - Reduced Duty 
Season 1.00 3,684 3,684.00
Non Mig.Trout - 7 day
i
0.50 11,673 —  5i§^i22-
49,124.50
Freshwater Fish and Eels 
Season 1.00 18,096 18,096.00
Freshwater Fish and Eels 
Junior - Season 0.50 4t0l8 2,009.00
Freshwater Fish & Eels 
7 day 0.25 3,456 864.00
Former Mersey & Weaver
Freshwater Fish and Eels 
Season 0.50 7,880 3,940.00
Freshwater Fish and Eels 
Junior - Season 0.25
35,464
__£03.50_
25,412.50
TOTAL: 77,788 121,822.50 
APPENDIX II
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
FISHERIES - ESTIMATES 1977-78
ACTUAL
1975-76
(1)
HEAD
(2)
ESTIMATE
1976-77
(3)
PROBABLE
OUTTURN
1976-77
(4)
ESTIMATE
1977-78
(5)
E’OOO
EXPENDITURE
£'000 £! 000 £'000
175 1. ENFORCEMENT AND PROTECTION 207 270 287
48 2. FISH CULTURE AND CONSERVATION 88 76 79
40 3. TECHNICAL SERVICES CONTROL 56 85 109
102 4. POLICY, MANAGEMENT AND ADMINI­
STRATION
142 142 140
- 5. INFLATION - UPDATE PROVISION 53 8 43
365 6. TOTAL WORKING EXPENSES 546 581 658
4 1. DEPRECIATION 5 3 7 .
4 8.
9.
INTEREST
CENTRAL ALLOCATIONS
17 7 11
8 (a) Regional Common Services 12 15 23
3 (b) Contributions NWC & WRC 3 2 4
5 (c) Head Office Costs 5 6 7
389 10. TOTAL EXPENDITURE 
Deduct
588 614 710
(81) 11. SUNDRY INCOME (240) (158) (158)
307 12. NET EXPENDITURE (transferred to 
Sewerage and Environmental
348 456 552
Services Summary Page 8)
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
EDEN AND DISTRICT 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
29th MARCH, 1977 
NETTING ON THE SOLWAY FIRTH
1. At the last meeting of the Committee members received a report 
detailing the current position in the boundary dispute in the 
Solway Firth.
2. It will be recalled that on 30th December, 1976, the Authority 
had received a summons in which the Annandale and Eskdale District 
Council sought a Declaration from the Court of Sessions in 
Edinburgh that the whole of the Charter area was Scottish Territory, 
and an Injunction to restrain the Authority from exercising its 
fishery powers and functions in that area. The District Council 
also sought an interim Injunction in the same terms pending the 
application for the Declaration.
3. Since then on 11th February, 1977, the District Council enrolled for 
an Interim Interdict (Injunction) but this was .refused on the grounds 
that the channel was no longer flowing through the Charter area, 
and costs were awarded to the Authority.
4. Also application has been made on behalf of the Authority to the 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, under the provisions 
of the Water Act 1973, for a determination of the extent of the 
Authority's area in the Solway Firth for fishery purposes.
5. This latest position was reported to the Policy and Resources 
Committee at their meeting held on 28th February, 1977 (Minute No. 52) 
when they considered a recommendation of the Regional Committee of 
7th February, 1977. In view of the complexities of the issue the 
Committee recommended:-
"That the Director of Administration be authorised 
to defend any further legal proceedings instituted 
by the Annandale and Eskdale District Council and 
to take any other action which in his opinion is 
necessary to safeguard the interests of the 
Authority."
6. To date no further proceedings have been instituted by the District 
Council and it is hoped that this will remain the position as long
as the channel does not again change course and go through the Charter 
area.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
EDEN AND DISTRICT FISHERIES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2 9 th  MARCH, 1977
FULL-TIME AND HONORARY WATER BAILIFFS -  RIVER EDEN
The Eden and  D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n  h a v in g  e x p re s s e d  t h e i r  
c o n c e rn  to  th e  C hairm an o f  t h i s  C om m ittee a t  th e  a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  b a i l i f f i n g  
on th e  u p p e r  E den , th e  R iv e r  I r t h i n g ,  an d  th e  S o lw ay , th e  fo l lo w in g  
r e p o r t  on th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s u b m it te d  f o r  th e  in f o r m a t io n  o f  m em bers.
The c o m p la in t  .in r e g a r d  to  th e  u p p e r  Eden i s  t h a t  a  s h o r ta g e  o f  
f u l l - t i m e  and  h o n o ra ry  b a i l i f f s  i s  l e a d in g  t o  in a d e q u a te  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  
th e  a r e a .  The p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  th e  f u l l - t i m e  b a i l i f f i n g  f o r c e  on th e  
u p p e r  Eden h a s  n o t  changed  f o r  th e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s .  One f u l l - t i m e  b a i l i f f  
i s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  A ppleby  and  h i s  a r e a  e x te n d s  from  Tem ple Sow erby t o  th e  
s o u rc e  o f  th e  r i v e r .  T h is  b a i l i f f  i s  f u l l y  e x p e r ie n c e d  h a v in g  b e e n  in  
th e  em ploym ent o f  t h i s  A u th o r i ty  and  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  f o r  o v e r  f i f t e e n  
y e a r s .  D u rin g  th e  spaw n ing  s e a s o n  th e  b a i l i f f  i s  a s s i s t e d  by b a i l i f f s  
from  P e n r i t h ,  A rm ath w a ite  an d  C a r l i s l e ,  f o r  r e g u l a r  p a t r o l s  b e tw een  O c to b e r  
and  J a n u a ry .  A lth o u g h  some salm on do g e t  to  th e  u p p e r  E den , th e  m ain 
spaw n ing  g ro u n d s  a r e  f u r t h e r  dow nstream  and  i n  th e  R iv e r s  Eam ont and  
L o w th e r . In  1976 th e  r e d d  c o u n t showed 70 r e d d s  above Tem ple Sow erby 
an d  457 e ls e w h e re  in  th e  sy s te m , i t  m u st b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h a t  d u r in g  th e  
sp aw n in g  s e a s o n  th e  b a i l i f f s  a r e  a l s o  engaged  in  p ic k in g  up a d u l t  f i s h  
from  b o tli  t h e  Eden and  B o rd e r  E sk s y s te m s , and  a t  th e  h e i g h t  o f  th e  
f i s h i n g  s e a s o n  th e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  team  work on th e  lo w e r  Eden and  
B o rd e r  Esk w here th e  A u th o r i ty  r e g u l a r l y  r e c e iv e s  r e l i a b l e  e y e -w itn e s s  
a c c o u n ts  o f  s e r i o u s  p o a c h in g . In  such  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  th e  b a i l i f f s  own 
a r e a s  r e c e iv e  l e s s  c o v e ra g e .
A lth o u g h  in  th e  l a s t  12 y e a r s  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  p o a c h in g  on th e  spaw ning  
g ro u n d s  h a s  come up e v e ry  y e a r ,  n o t  once  h a s  th e  A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  
r e c e iv e d  r e l i a b l e  e v id e n c e  o f  a  s p e c i f i c  c a s e .  A l l  r e p o r t s  h av e  b een  
w h o lly  h e a r s a y ,  and  when e n q u i r i e s  hav e  b e e n  made th e  f i s h e r i e s  s t a f f  have 
n e v e r  b een  a b le  t o  i n te r v ie w  any p e r s o n  who h a s  f i r s t - h a n d  know ledge o f  
th e  p o a c h in g .
The p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d in g  H onora ry  b a i l i f f s  was c o n s id e r e d  l a s t  y e a r  by 
th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  and th e  A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r s .  A f te r  
g o in g  th ro u g h  r e c o r d s  f o r  th e  l a s t  12 y e a r s  i t  was fo u n d  t h a t  v e ry  few 
h o n o ra ry  b a i l i f f s  h a d  e v e r  r e p o r t e d  a s in g l e  i n c i d e n t . ■ I t  was d e c id e d  
to  r e d u c e  t h e i r  num bers i n  an a t te m p t  to  im prove  e f f i c i e n c y .  How ever, 
i f  any p e rs o n  i s  w i l l i n g  to  a c c e p t  i n  f u l l  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  b e in g  
an  h o n o ra ry  b a i l i f f  and  w i l l  g iv e  tim e  and e f f o r t  t o  th e  t a s k  on a  r e g u la r  
b a s i s ,  th e  A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  w ould  be  o n ly  to o  w i l l i n g  to  c o n s id e r  
th e  a p p o in tm e n t.
In  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  S o lw ay , and  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  th e  s u p e r v i s io n  o f  th e  
h a a fn e ts m e n , t h e r e  h a s  a lw ays b een  a  b a i l i f f  .in C a r l i s l e  who d iv id e s  h i s  
a v a i l a b l e  t im e  b e tw e en  th e  C a r l i s l e  a r e a  and th e  e s t u a r y .  He i s  
f r e q u e n t l y  a s s i s t e d  in  t h i s  by  a t r a i n e e  b a i l i f f ,  a l s o  b a s e d  in  C a r l i s l e ,  
an d  by o t h e r  b a i l i f f s  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  L a s t  y e a r  th e  A rea  F i s h e r i e s  
O f f i c e r  p e r s o n a l ly  made r e g u l a r  v i s i t s  t o  th e  S o lw ay , a s  d id  th e  I n s p e c to r  
f o r  t h e  a r e a ,  an d  in te r v ie w e d  many o f  th e  h a a fn e ts m e n . The comments on 
team  w o rk in g  and  p r i o r i t i e s  made f o r  th e  u p p e r  E den , a p p ly  a l s o  t o  th e  
So lw ay .
In  th e  a b sen c e  o f  f a c t u a l  e v id e n c e  o f  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  th e  a r e a s  
i n  q u e s t i o n ,  th e  o f f i c e r s  c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  b a i l i f f i n g  
a r ra n g e m e n ts  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  and  do n o t  p ro p o se  t o  make any  a l t e r a t i o n  
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
EDEN AND DISTRICT 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
29th MARCHr 1977
REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
General Report - River Conditions and Salmon Fishing
(i) Since mid-December the rivers have been consistently above normal 
levels and frequently in flood. At the start of the Eden salmon 
fishing season the backwaters were frozen and ice was floating 
downstream in quantity. No fish were reported for the first 
three days. After a slight rise in temperature fishing improved 
temporarily - 14 fish were taken in four days ~ before melting 
snow brought the river into flood for the whole of the second 
week. In the third week 18 fish were taken from a rather full 
river but the fourth week in December was flooded out,
(ii) Flow conditions became tolerable again from mid-February and 
during about the last ten days of the month the fishing was far 
better than at any time last Spring. The best catches were from 
up towards Armathwaite but fish were reported taken from most of 
the beats downstream of there. 41 were caught in all, the best 
a 23*5lb fish from the Carlisle Angling Association water. March 
has so far seen continuing good fishing flows and catches have 
remained better than last year with at least one fish being taken 
on a fly.
(iii). Conditions on the Border Esk have been similar to those on the Eden 
■except that the level has tended to remain high for longer periods. 
Two salmon were reported taken on the opening day but since then 
only about another 20 have been reported, some from most of the 
beats in the middle reaches.
Coarse Fishing
Although catches have been generally variable and often negligible 
at times of intense cold, some good bags have been reported from the 
lower Eden. The best were winning weights of 361bs and 331bs, of dace 
and chub, at two matches in the latter half of December.
Salmon Catches 1976 Season
The complete record of salmon caught during 1976 as compiled from 
licence returns is as follows
Rod and Line Nets and Fixed Engines
Month Border Esk Eden Eden
(Draft Nets below 
Carlisle and Coops 
above Carlisle)
Solway 
(Drift Net and 
Haaf Nets)
March
April
Jan
Feb
May
June
0
2
0
6
3
0
15
43
26
33
18
13
0
4
2
16
9
24
0
1
2
7
12
46
- 2 -
Rod and Line Nets and Fixed Engines
Month Border Esk Eden Eden Solway
July 0 0 209 265
Aug 6 14 660 340
Sept 21 88 0 82
Oct 31 63 0 0
Total 69 313 924 755
Comparison with recent years:
Salmon catches (all methods') 1970-77
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976
River Eden 1773 1708 1400 1534 1352 1210 1237
Av, weight 10.1 9.1 10, 2 9.8 .8,8 9.7 7.8 lbs
Solway Firth 361 - 397 397 475 440 571 755
Av. weight 10.4 10. 3 ~ 10.6 10.0 10.1 10.8 8.4 lbs
Border Esk 126 105 85 159 82 190 75
Av. weight 9.2 9.2 11.0 9.4 9.5 9.3 8.25 lbs
4. Spawning Season 1976/77
The last late salmon redds were cut in the Eden near Appleby, in 
the main river, during the second week in December. No -late run was 
observed in the Border Esk. Throughout the spawning season conditons 
were good for spawning and reasonably good for counting redds.
A considerable effort was put into obtaining an accurate count of 
salmon redds. High floods during January will have helped the kelts to 
return safely to the sea but may have eroded some-redds in the tributaries. 
The redd count for the season was as follows
Rivers, including unlisted tributaries Salmon Redds
River Eden - above Temple Sowerby 70
- above Eden Brows 226
- above Holmegate 22
- below Holmegate 92 
Rivers Eamont and Lowther 80 
Rivers Irthing and Gelt 37 
Border Esk - main river 150 
Black and White Esks 129 
River Liddle 92 
River Lyne 35
Total 933
5. Restocking
The.following introduction of fish was carried out under consent:™ 
Date Water Species Size Number Owner
2/3/77 Thurstonfield Brown 4 ins. 1,000 H.G. Stordy 
Lough Trout 10 ins. 200
11 ins. 250
Fish Mortalities
Small numbers of salmon and sea trout have been removed from all 
rivers following spawning.
No fish kills have been reported.
Holmwrangle Hatchery
The following ova were laid down this.winter:-
Species No. of Ova Source Hatching Si
Salmon 245,000 River Eden fish 98.5%
150,000 Kincardine (bought) 99%
30,000 Keswick A. A. fish 73%
Sea Trout 715,000 Brood Stock 85%
85,000 Border Esk fish 96.5%
Brown Trout 65,000 Yorkshire (bought) 94%
Rainbow Trout 20,000 Brook Stock 50%
Orders for a further 450,000 salmon ova were not honoured, but the 
surprisingly good survival of the brood sea trout ova has kept the hatchery 
at near to full capacity. Virtually all the male brood sea trout have, 
died following spawning but these will easily be replaced next season by a 
relatively small number of local wild fish; the nett result will be a 
halving of the cost of feeding the brood stock this year for very little 
detriment. It may be noted that these fish this year produced ova of a 
commercial value of about five thousand pounds.
Two thousand salmon smolts reared from ova at the hatchery were released 
into the lower Eden on 20th January.
